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LEADING THE SPORT AND RECREATION INDUSTRY




Embargoed until 6:00 pm, Monday 19 March 2006
TAXING TIME FOR OVERWEIGHT KIDS

SPORT ALLIANCE CAMPAIGN TARGETS FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

In a move to curb the ever ballooning national childhood obesity crisis the Australian Sports Federation Alliance (ASFA) is calling on the Federal Government
to introduce a physical activity tax rebate for sporting club membership fees.

The Australian Sport Federations Alliance comprises ACTSPORT, NSW Sports Federation, Sports Federation of Queensland, Sport SA, Tas Sport, VicSport, Western Australian Sports Federation and the Confederation of Australian Sport.  Collectively, ASFA represents over 500 national, state and territory bodies, and through them, millions of Australians who participate in organised sport and active recreation activities.
With some three million dependant children in Australia between the ages of 5-16 and recent ABS figures indicating that 50% of these children play organised sport more than once per week outside school hours, the tax rebate would assist many families.  Cost to parents has also been identified as a primary barrier to children’s participation in sport.  The tax rebate is aimed at ‘incentivising’ parents to maintain and over time enhance children’s participation in organised physical activity.
The majority of Australian households that have responsibility for dependant children are supported by adult parents with a net taxable income of between $25,001 and $75,000 per annum and paying an annual tax rate of $2850 plus 30 cents per dollar over $25,000. 

Using the above as an example the ASFA proposed tax rebate would mean a saving of up to $75 per child per financial year for the majority of families with parents still responsible for at least 70% of the costs of their children’s involvement.
ACTSPORT Chief Executive Officer, Joan Perry said “this type of incentive means that regular participation in sport and active recreation could now be a choice for families who might not have otherwise been able to afford it.”  
The Australian Institute of Health and Welfare burden of disease study attributes 13,000 deaths each year to physical inactivity.  This represents 36 deaths per day or 1.5 per hour.  In financial terms the burden of lifestyle diseases is estimated to be $3.7 billion annually, a high cost for what in most cases are “preventable” diseases.  

The World Health Organisation states that increasing physical activity is the most cost effective and sustainable way for a nation to reduce its burden of lifestyle-related diseases and improve its economic performance.

Australian Prime Minister the Hon John Howard MP on November 24, 2006 said Australia appears “to be struggling as a nation with the challenge of obesity.”  

According to Perry, “The ASFA is calling on the Federal Government to introduce a tax deductible rebate for approved costs for dependant children’s participation in sport and active recreation that promote improved physical health outcomes.  By supporting the tax incentive, Australia’s Federal Government will be making a substantial investment in the future health of the nation by:
· helping community groups maintain and in the future increase existing levels of participation in physical activities amongst Aussie kids

· reducing the incidence of lifestyle related illnesses in children

· Instilling in children behaviours that translate into healthier adult lifestyle patterns”
Ends………

This proposal has been endorsed by all members of the Australian Sports Federations Alliance including: ACTSPORT, NSW Sports Federation, Sports Federation of Queensland, Sport SA, Tas Sport, VicSport, Western Australian Sports Federation and the Confederation of Australian Sport.

For further information please contact: Ms Joan Perry, ACTSPORT on 02 6247 0260 or 0418 424 586 or email joan.perry@actsport.com.au
